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TikTok	is	testing	a	user	profile	redesign	that’s	remarkably	similar	to	Instagram.	The	new	profile	shifts	avatars	and	follow	count	to	the	left,	and	places	more	emphasis	on	user	bios.	The	redesign	was	first	spotted	by	New	York	Times	reporter	Taylor	Lorenz.	A	TikTok	spokesperson	confirmed	the	company	was	testing	a	redesign	to	The	Verge:	”We’re
always	looking	for	ways	to	improve	the	user	experience	on	TikTok.	We	are	currently	testing	profile	designs	and	functionality	to	ultimately	give	users	more	ways	to	personalize	and	engage	with	their	profiles.”	TikTok	copying	Instagram’s	UI	is	part	of	a	playbook	for	social	networks.	They’re	constantly	“borrowing”	ideas	and	features	from	their
competitors.	Instagram	itself	is	no	stranger	to	copying;	Instagram	Stories	famously	took	Snapchat’s	entire	model	of	ephemeral	content.	TikTok	hit	1.5	billion	downloads	in	November	and	was	the	third	most-downloaded	non-gaming	app	in	2019	—	beating	out	Facebook	and	Instagram,	which	were	in	fourth	and	fifth	place,	respectively.	The	fast-growing
app	is	clearly	on	Facebook’s	radar;	Facebook	owns	Instagram,	which	is	currently	testing	a	video	editing	tool	in	Brazil	called	Reels.	Reels,	in	turn,	copies	TikTok’s	best	features	like	speed	adjustment	and	the	ability	to	borrow	audio	from	other	videos.	If	TikTok	does	end	up	rolling	out	the	Instagram-like	profile	design	to	all	its	users,	it	could	be	the	start	of
all	social	networks	feeling	exactly	the	same	—	especially	if	Instagram	decides	to	copy	the	best	parts	of	TikTok,	too.	Instagram	chief	Adam	Mosseri	popped	up	online	on	Thursday	to	highlight	several	new	features	that	have	just	landed	on	the	popular	social	networking	platform.	In	a	video	(below)	shared	on	Twitter,	Mosseri	talked	about	the	recently
announced	Playback	feature	for	Instagram	Stories.	Playback	lets	you	create	an	end-0f-year	collection	of	up	to	10	Stories	to	share	with	your	followers.	“Now	it’s	the	end	of	the	year,	and	the	New	Year	is	a	time	to	reflect	on	the	year	past	and	think	about	the	year	coming,	and	we	wanted	to	build	something	that	allows	us	to	celebrate	some	of	your	favorite
moments	from	2021,”	Mosseri	said.	To	use	Playback,	you	need	to	have	created	at	least	three	stories	over	the	last	12	months	or	have	your	Stories	Archive	activated.	Instagram’s	algorithms	will	surface	suggestions	for	your	selections	—	useful	if	you	have	a	ton	of	Stories	to	choose	from	—	though	you	can	also	decide	for	yourself.	Use	the	feature	soon,
though,	as	the	feature	is	only	available	until	the	end	of	December.		New	Features		We’ve	rolled	out	some	pretty	fun	new	features	this	week	that	I	wanted	to	share	with	you:	–	#IGPlayback	–	Reels	Visual	Replies	–	Profile	Embed	(US	only	for	now)	Any	new	features	you’d	like	to	see?	Let	me	know!	��	pic.twitter.com/p8mvtJn4kA	—	Adam	Mosseri
(@mosseri)	December	16,	2021	The	Instagram	chief	also	talked	about	the	new	Reels	Visual	Replies	feature	that	lets	you	respond	to	a	comment	with	a	Reels	video	of	up	to	60	seconds.	Mosseri	urges	creators	to	use	the	feature	as	another	way	to	engage	with	followers,	which	could,	in	turn,	lead	to	an	increase	in	exposure	on	the	platform,	and	maybe
followers,	too.	For	Instagram,	any	uptick	in	engagement	on	its	platform	is	great	news	as	it	helps	it	to	attract	more	ad	dollars	and	boosts	faith	among	shareholders.	You’ll	see	the	option	for	Visual	Replies	when	you	go	to	reply	to	a	comment.	Simply	select	it	to	create	a	video	reply	and	the	comment	will	appear	as	a	sticker.	Finally,	we	have	Profile	Embeds
that	let	you	embed	a	miniature	version	of	your	Instagram	profile	in	a	website	or	blog.	It’s	essentially	an	extension	of	the	existing	feature	that	lets	you	embed	Instagram	photos	and	video	on	other	sites.	“Maybe	you	want	to	showcase	your	Instagram	content	on	a	website	somewhere,	or	link	to	someone	else’s,”	Mosseri	said	in	his	message.	Profile
Embeds	are	launching	first	in	the	U.S.,	with	more	countries	expected	to	be	added	soon.	In	other	Instagram	news,	the	platform	recently	announced	it’s	bringing	back	a	version	of	the	chronological	feed,	a	presentation	style	missed	by	many	in	the	Instagram	community	after	the	company	ditched	it	in	2016.	Editors'	Recommendations	Many	Instagram
users	use	their	profiles	on	the	photo-sharing	app	to	link	to	their	accounts	on	other	social	networks.	Seeing	as	URLs	posted	as	photo	captions	don’t	link	to	their	sources,	the	Web	link	section	in	an	Instagram	bio	is	the	only	place	you	can	promote	your	external	activity	on	the	app.	That	has	all	come	to	an	abrupt	end,	however,	as	Instagram	is	now	blocking
users	from	posting	links	to	selected	sites	on	their	profiles.	The	social	networks	that	have	been	affected	are	Snapchat	and	Telegram,	with	the	latter	first	noticing	the	obstruction.	Other	similar	sites,	such	as	Twitter	and	Vine,	have	not	been	affected.	The	discrete	move	from	the	Facebook-owned	app	results	in	users	who	take	the	prohibited	action	being
confronted	with	a	message	that	reads:	“Links	asking	someone	to	add	you	on	another	service	aren’t	supported	on	Instagram.”	Although	the	bias	against	the	apps	in	question	may	not	seem	clear	to	some,	Telegram	didn’t	mince	words	when	pointing	it	out	via	a	tweet.	“Another	@Facebook	tentacle	closes	on	users’	ability	to	share	a	link	to	their	Telegram
profile.	#hypocrisy,”	reads	the	comment	made	through	the	app’s	official	Twitter	account.	Another	@Facebook	tentacle	closes	on	users'	ability	to	share	a	link	to	their	Telegram	profile.	#hypocrisy	pic.twitter.com/xC6ydp3M0p	—	Telegram	Messenger	(@telegram)	March	2,	2016	As	seen	in	the	screenshots	that	accompany	the	tweet,	Telegram	is
referring	to	a	similar	move	made	by	WhatsApp,	which	is	also	owned	by	Facebook,	last	year.	The	world’s	most	popular	messaging	platform’s	block	on	links	to	its	rival	service	within	chats	and	profiles	is	still	in	effect	on	Android	devices,	reports	The	Verge.	Snapchat	is	quite	clearly	the	bigger	threat	to	Instagram.	The	ephemeral	messaging	app	also	relies
on	visual	content,	and	is	now	challenging	Facebook	in	terms	of	video	views.	Snapchat	has	also	maintained	the	buzz	that	surrounds	it	for	much	longer	than	most	anticipated.	Telegram,	however,	is	definitely	rising	up	the	ranks	as	a	WhatsApp	alternative.	Last	month	it	claimed	it	had	reached	a	milestone	of	100	million	users,	with	35,000	people	signing
up	each	day	to	use	the	app.	Additionally,	when	WhatsApp	was	blocked	in	Brazil	last	year,	1.5	million	users	reportedly	flocked	to	Telegram	to	get	their	free	messaging	fix.	We	have	reached	out	to	Instagram	for	a	comment	and	will	update	the	article	accordingly.	Editors'	Recommendations	By	Anthony	Thompson	i	Justin	Sullivan/Getty	Images	News/Getty
Images	Facebook	is	a	great	way	of	keeping	in	touch	with	friends	and	family	all	over	the	world,	but	can	also	be	used	to	keep	tabs	on	those	you	don't	know	quite	as	well.	If	you	are	curious	about	who	has	been	looking	at	your	profile,	or	concerned	that	whenever	you	view	the	profiles	of	others	they	will	receive	a	record	of	your	visit,	be	aware	that	Facebook
does	not	allow	its	users	access	to	this	information.	According	to	Facebook,	the	site	does	not	allow	for	users	to	find	out	who	has	been	viewing	their	pages,	looking	through	their	posts	or	browsing	their	photo	collections.	The	absence	of	this	functionality	means	that	users	are	able	to	view	Facebook	profiles	as	often	as	they	like	without	worrying	that	their
actions	might	be	misinterpreted.	Many	third-party	applications	claim	to	offer	Facebook	users	to	ability	to	track	visits	their	profiles.	In	reality,	no	apps	are	able	to	do	so	and	are	always	some	form	of	scam,	according	to	online	security	firm	Sophos.	Rather	than	providing	the	promised	information,	these	apps	will	steal	your	personal	information	or	use
your	account	to	spread	spam.	Facebook	asks	users	to	report	any	apps	that	claim	to	offer	this	ability.	Are	you	wondering	how	to	get	an	Instagram	business	profile?	We’ve	got	good	news:	Anyone	who	wants	one	can	have	one.	An	Instagram	business	profile	is	a	powerful	tool	in	your	digital	toolbox.	After	all,	Instagram	has	approximately	1	billion	monthly
active	users	—	and	many	of	those	people	happily	follow	brands.	In	this	article,	we’ll	take	you	through	how	to	set	up	your	business	profile,	four	benefits	you’ll	get	from	switching	over,	and	how	to	delete	it	if	you	change	your	mind.	Plus,	we’ve	included	a	handy	chart	to	compare	business,	personal,	and	creator	profiles.	Bonus:	14	Time-Saving	Hacks	for
Instagram	Power	Users.	Get	the	list	of	secret	shortcuts	Hootsuite’s	own	social	media	team	uses	to	create	thumb-stopping	content.	How	to	set	up	an	Instagram	business	profile	“Sure,”	you’re	thinking,	“You	claim	switching	is	easy,	but	how	do	you	get	a	business	profile	on	Instagram?”	Relax,	we’ve	got	you.	Here	are	step-by-step	instructions	on	how	to
change	your	Instagram	profile	to	a	business	profile.	1.	Head	to	your	Instagram	profile	page	and	hit	the	hamburger	menu	in	the	top	right	corner.	2.	Tap	Settings	on	the	top	of	the	list.	3.	Navigate	to	Account,	then	scroll	to	the	bottom	of	the	list	4.	Tap	Switch	to	professional	account	5.	Choose	Continue	and	continue	through	the	prompts,	beginning	with
“Get	professional	tools.”	6.	Choose	the	category	that	best	describes	you	or	your	brand	and	tap	Done.	7.	Next,	you’ll	be	prompted	to	answer	whether	you	are	a	Creator	or	a	Business.	Click	Business	and	Next.	8.	Review	your	contact	information	and	decide	whether	or	not	you	want	it	displayed	on	your	profile	(if	you	do,	make	sure	to	toggle	that	option).
Hit	Next.	9.	Connect	your	Facebook	Page.	If	you	don’t	have	one,	you	can	either	create	a	new	Facebook	Page	or	navigate	to	the	bottom	of	the	page	and	click	Don’t	connect	a	Facebook	page	now.	It’s	totally	fine	to	have	a	business	profile	on	Instagram	without	Facebook,	and	the	next	step	is	the	same	whether	you	connect	to	Facebook	or	not.	10.	Next,
you	will	be	prompted	to	set	up	your	professional	account.	Here,	you	can	browse	your	new	features	and	tools.	Get	Inspired	will	prompt	you	to	follow	other	businesses	or	creators.	Grow	Your	Audience	will	prompt	you	to	invite	friends	to	follow	your	account.	And	Share	Content	to	View	Insights	will	encourage	you	to	post	some	new	content	so	you	can
view	your	insights.	Or,	if	you	hit	the	X	in	the	top	right	corner,	you’ll	go	straight	to	your	business	profile!	11.	Choose	Complete	your	profile	and	fill	in	any	missing	information.	Be	sure	to	include	a	URL	here	so	people	know	where	to	find	your	business	outside	of	Instagram.	And	voila!	You	officially	have	a	business	account	on	Instagram	If	you’re	just
starting	out	or	simply	curious,	here’s	a	step-by-step	guide	on	exactly	how	to	use	Instagram	to	your	business	advantage.	Why	change	to	an	Instagram	business	profile	With	90%	of	people	on	Instagram	following	a	business,	using	the	platform	is	a	no-brainer.	But,	if	you	are	on	the	fence	about	whether	or	not	an	Instagram	business	account	is	for	you	(no
judgment),	let	us	change	your	mind.	A	business	profile	on	Instagram	has	benefits	that	will	help	you	save	time	and	grow	your	audience.	You	can	schedule	posts	This	may	be	the	most	important	feature	because	you	can	save	time	as	an	extremely	busy	content	creator,	business	owner,	or	marketer.	With	third-party	apps	like	Hootsuite,	you	can	schedule
posts	in	batches	way	ahead	of	schedule.	It’s	easy	to	do,	and	your	audience	will	appreciate	the	consistency.	Here’s	more	on	using	Hootsuite	to	schedule	Instagram	posts	and	reap	the	benefits.	Instagram	insight	access	Instagram’s	insights	may	not	be	a	crystal	ball,	but	they	are	an	excellent	tool	for	understanding	your	followers.	A	business	profile	gives
you	access	to	a	deep	dive	into	your	audience’s	profile	views,	reach	and	impressions,	along	with	demographic	information	about	them.	You	can	tailor	your	posts	to	appeal	to	specific	interests	when	you	know	more	about	the	folks	that	follow	you.	If	you’re	serious	about	improving	your	content,	you’re	not	limited	to	Instagram’s	built-in	analytics	tools.
When	you	use	Hootsuite	Analytics	with	your	Instagram	business	profile,	you	can	track	Instagram	metrics	in	more	detail	than	the	native	Instagram	Insights.	The	Hootsuite	Analytics	dashboard	allows	you	to:	Review	data	from	the	distant	past	Compare	metrics	over	specific	time	periods	to	get	a	historical	perspective	Find	the	best	posting	time	based	on
past	engagement,	organic	reach,	and	click-through	data	Generate	downloadable	custom	reports	Look	at	specific	post	performance	using	your	preferred	metrics	Rank	Instagram	comments	by	sentiment	(positive	or	negative)	Try	Hootsuite	for	free.	You	can	cancel	anytime.	Access	Instagram	Shop	features	If	your	business	is	in	the	business	of	selling
products,	you’ll	want	to	access	the	Instagram	Shop	features.	With	Shops,	you	can	upload	a	product	catalog,	tag	your	goods,	and	(in	some	cases)	even	process	sales	directly	in	the	app.	You	can	also	create	collections	of	goods	(like	new	arrivals	or	summer	fits),	shoppable	Reels,	and	set	up	brand	affiliates	who	can	share	and	sell	your	products	for	a
commission.	And,	you	have	access	to	Instagram	Shop	insights.	Here’s	more	information	about	how	to	set	up	your	Instagram	shop.	Get	your	product	flying	off	the	digital	shelves.	Control	who	promotes	your	products	If	you’re	a	business	account	with	an	Instagram	Shop,	you	can	control	who	tags	your	products.	And,	once	you’ve	given	a	creator
permission	to	tag	your	products,	they	can	allow	you	to	promote	their	organic	branded	content	feed	posts	as	an	ad.	Influencer	marketing	works	—	people	trust	other	people	over	brands.	So,	partnering	up	with	creators	who	love	your	products	can	be	a	lucrative	marketing	strategy.	Here’s	more	on	how	to	maximize	your	Instagram	advertising
strategy.Bonus:	14	Time-Saving	Hacks	for	Instagram	Power	Users.	Get	the	list	of	secret	shortcuts	Hootsuite’s	own	social	media	team	uses	to	create	thumb-stopping	content.	Download	now	Business	profile	vs.	personal	Instagram	vs.	creator	profile	Here’s	that	handy	chart	we	promised	you!	It	has	all	the	features	of	each	type	of	profile	at	a	glance.	If
you’re	looking	for	more	on	what	creator	accounts	really	look	like,	head	here.	FeatureBusiness	profilePersonal	profileCreator	profile	Private	profile	capabilities	Insights	and	growth	analytics		Access	to	creator	studio		Sortable	inbox	Ability	to	create	quick	replies	for	DMs	Display	category	in	profile		Contact	information	on	profile		Location	information	on
profile	Third-party	app	integration		Instagram	Storefront	with	shoppable	products	and	Shop	insights	How	to	delete	a	business	profile	on	Instagram	Knowing	how	to	delete	a	business	profile	on	Instagram	is	pretty	easy.	But	first,	let’s	be	very	clear	on	what	you	mean	—	because	you	can’t	come	back	from	some	of	these.	If	you	just	want	to	delete	the
“business”	part	of	your	profile,	you	can	always	change	your	account	back	to	a	personal	one.	Simply	head	back	to	your	Settings	(using	the	hamburger	menu	on	your	profile).	Navigate	to	Account.	Scroll	down	to	Switch	account	type	at	the	bottom	and	click	Switch	to	personal	account.	If	you	would	like	to	delete	the	entire	account,	remember	that	your
profile,	photos,	videos,	comments,	likes	and	followers	will	be	gone	forever.	If	you’re	not	quite	sure,	you	can	also	temporarily	deactivate	your	account.	But,	if	you’re	sure-sure,	head	here	to	delete	your	account.	Manage	your	Instagram	Business	Profile	alongside	all	your	other	social	media	profiles	using	Hootsuite.	From	a	single	dashboard	you	can	create
and	schedule	posts,	engage	followers,	monitor	relevant	conversations,	measure	(and	improve!)	performance,	and	much	more.	Get	Started
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